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The first friend AR. “Rey”
Almodovar made in the United
States after moving from his native
Puerto Rico was the man sitﬁnﬁn@xt
to him as the two were being
processed for Army eivilian jobs.

Twenty years
later, Almodovar
and Hal Brewer
are still friends.
And, for the past
five years, theyve
been partners in a
thriving engineer-
“ing and technical-
services company
that supports the
Department  of
Defense and the
aerospace indus-
try. :
Their company,
Intuitive Research
and Technology
Corp., is ranked
No. 2 in this year’s
Hispanie Business
magazine's
“Fastest-Growing
100" list of Hispanic-owned compa-~
nies in the country. The firm, which
the pair founded in 1999, is also No.
411 in the same magazine’s “2004
Hispanie Business 500,” an annual
list of the 500 largest Hispanic-
owned 11.S. firms.

“Its been a banner year,” said
Almodovar, the company’s presi-
dent and chief executive officer. The
company’s sales at the end of 2003
reached $7.8 million, and sales from
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1999 to 2003 grew more than
22,000 perecent,

The company, incorporated in
Grand Prairie, Texas, has its home
office in Huntsville, and most of its
G0 employees are based at offices in
the Progress Center and at Redstone
Arsenal,

Almodovar and Brewer expect
even more growth, projecting a staff
of more than 70 employees by the
end of the year.
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Other area companies on Hispanic
Business rg%azlne’s 2004 Hispanic
Business 500," a directory of the
largest U.S. Hispanicowned compa-
nies:

B Analytical Sewices Inc. of
Huntsville: No. 193, up from No. 214
In 2003,

B SE| Group Inc. of Huntsville: No.
292, up from No. 386 in 2003.
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Adam Sadowski, an electrical engineer at Intuitive Research and Technology, works on the Remote Readiness Asset
Prognostic/Diagnostic System used on missiles. In the background are Cathryn Sterling and Charley Fulks.

B Advanced Federal Sevices Corp.
in Madison, No. 444, up fram No.

4,
Other area companies on Hispanic
Business magazing's "FastestGrowing

100" for 2004,

W SE| Group Inc.: No, 18
m :gvanceu Federal Senvices Comp.:

m Analytical Services Inc.: No. 77.
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The men had both enjoyed

successful careers in engineer-
ing and program management.

| Almodovar was a civilian engi-
Al neer with the Army for 14 years,
| and Brewer had 15 years of Civil

Service ience,

But right after the last Base
Realignment and Closure, or
BRAC, 56 in 1995, the two
realized there would be lots of
opportunities for entrepre-
neurs in the commercial world.

“We saw a lot of government
outsourcing of work, but there
were no guarantees,” Almod-
ovar said. Lo
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“We just started knocking on
doors” looking for work, Brew-
er added.

They used part of the money
from Brewer’s voluntary sepa-
ration package to start Intuitive
Research, Almodovar was the
only employee from June 1999
to February 2000. He did give
himself a paycheck, but took a
$10,000 cut in his salary at
first.

Brewer worked at SAIC for
about a year before joining
Almodovar. “I won't say it
looked great from the get-go,”
he said.

“Trying to become a govern-
ment contractor takes a lot of
work,” Brewer said. “You can go
to small-business offices (in
gavernment agencies), and
they can advise you, but it’s alot
of work. While you're doing the
technical work, you're trying to
establish yourself.”

Eventually, Intuitive
Research became part of an
Omnibus 2000 team. That
program, nicknamed O2K,
became the primary mecha-
nism used to contract support
services for the Army Aviation
and Missile Command. O2K |
contracts were bundled and
awarded to teams of contrac-
tors.

The hard work and sacrifice
has paid off, said Almodovar.
“This has been the most
rewarding risk I've ever taken.”




